Patriotic Performance 2009
MEGAN: Good afternoon and welcome to our 4th of July performance.

KRISTEN: You will be treated to an afternoon of song, music, and drama.

MEGAN: So sit back, relax, and…

MEGAN AND KRISTEN: enjoy the show!

DYLAN:  America the Beautiful was written by Wellesley English Professor, Katharine Lee Bates, in 1895.

CHLOEE:  She was inspired to write a poem, Pikes Peak, by a train trip she took from Massachusetts to Colorado on July 4, 1893.  The poem was first published in the July 4th edition of the church periodical The Congretionalist 2 years later in 1895.  The poem was titled America for publication.

ALYSSA:  Samuel A. Ward later composed music to Ms. Bates’ poem.  Ward's music combined with Bates' poem were first published together in 1910 and titled, America the Beautiful.  Mr. Ward died before he knew how popular his song had become.  Ms. Bates was fortunate enough to have lived long enough to see the popularity of her lyrics.  Please enjoy it as we sing it for you!
ALL SING:  America the Beautiful
JON: What dance was popular in 1776?

DAVID: The Inde-pendance!

JON: Americans celebrate the 4th of July as Independence Day. It represents the day that America won its freedom from the British in 1776. 

DAVID: Nowadays, the 4th of July is celebrated with fireworks, barbeques, and parades. 

JAMAL:  Our next song, Grand Old Flag was written by George Cohen in 1906.  He was inspired to write it after he met a veteran from the Civil War who had a worn out flag folded up in his pocket and said, “She’s a grand old rag.”  

CONNOR:  After much thought George Cohen realized that referring to the American flag as a rag would not come across as being patriotic so he changed the name of the song to She’s a Grand Old Flag.

DENCIL:  Grand Old Flag was first publicly performed on February 6, 1906 at Herald Square Theater in New York City.  It was the first song to sell over a million copies of sheet music.  Please enjoy as the girls sing it for you!

GIRLS SING: Grand Old Flag
MEGAN: What did the visitor say as he left the Statue of Liberty?

JARED: Keep in torch!

MEGAN: Ha ha! That’s so funny. Speaking of the Statue of Liberty, did you know that it was a gift from France? It represents freedom and democracy. 

JARED: I did not know that. I hope to learn more in the next few minutes. Ladies and gentlemen, you will now be treated to “The Statue of Liberty.” 

MALIA, KYLE, SETH, REBEKAH, JOHNNY, WILLIAM, ANGEL, NICK, AMANDA, MEGAN, DANYLYN, SIERRA:  The Statue of Liberty Skit

CIARA: What’s red, white, blue, and green?

JARED: What?

CIARA: A seasick Uncle Sam! Ha ha!

JARED and JON: Hey! That’s not funny! We’re a very important man! 

CIARA: Really, why?

JON: Our name is Sam Wilson. I helped feed thousands of soldiers during the War of 1812. 

JARED: I stamped my food packages with U.S. The soldiers used to joke that they came from “Uncle Sam.”

JON: You used to see me on Army recruiting posters.

CIARA: Wow, I didn’t know that. I guess you are very important.

JARED and JON: We told you!

AUTUMN:  Our next song, Yankee Doodle Boy is a song written by George Cohen, the same George Cohen that wrote Grand Old Flag.
LIA:  Yankee Doodle Boy is a patriotic song from the Broadway musical Little Johnny Jones that first opened at the Liberty Theater in New York City in 1904.  Please enjoy as the boys sing it for you!

BOYS SING:  Yankee Doodle Boy
EMILY: Our last song, My Country, 'Tis of Thee, also known as America, is an American patriotic song, whose lyrics were written by Samuel Francis Smith in 1831.

ZOEY:  Can you believe that it only took him 30 minutes to write the lyrics to this nationally known song?

MADISON:  My Country, 'Tis of Thee was first performed in public on July 4, 1831, at a children's Independence Day celebration at Park Street Church in Boston.  Please enjoy as we sing it for you!

ALL SING:  My Country, ‘Tis of Thee
KRISTEN: Thank you for attending our performance. We hoped you enjoyed it. 

MEGAN: We wish you peace, fireworks, and a Happy Fourth of July! 

